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Abstract: This study aims to investigate the phenomenon of epistemic overconfidence without adequate
knowledge in the use of the Arabic language, particularly among non-native Arabic speakers in Southeast Asia.
It examines the concept of this phenomenon in general and within the context of the Arabic language, the
development of Arabic among non-native speakers in Southeast Asia, its various manifestations, underlying
causes, and potential solutions. The study employs a descriptive-analytical method and a case study approach.
The findings reveal that the relationship between Southeast Asian societies, the Arab world, and the Arabic
language dates back to ancient times and became increasingly strong following the arrival of Islam. The identified
manifestations include the use of invented words in Arabic language teaching methods, the treatment of non-
Arabic terms as authentic Arabic vocabulary, deviations in word usage and grammatical structures, linguistic
errors in academic research, the learning of Arabic dialects without adequate references, inappropriate choices of
Arabic personal names, and deviations in the writing of Arabic letters, words, and sentences. The principal
contributing factors include a lack of authoritative linguistic references, literal translation, and language
interference. The study emphasises the importance of returning to reliable and authoritative linguistic sources as
the primary solution. It also recommends conducting field surveys to assess the prevalence of this phenomenon
and develop appropriate strategies to address it.

Keywords: Unfounded epistemic overconfidence; Arabic language; Non-native Arabic speakers; Southeast Asia.
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